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Why Community

The heart of permaculture as originally laid out by the founders was 

Earth care, people care and fair share. Two of these concepts 

(people care and fair share) highlight the importance of social 

structures in the design and operation of sustainable landscapes. 

It is an unavoidable fact now that the development of landscapes 

and the rise in population has meant that no landscape has 

remained untouched by people. Instead the question is if we are to 

live in a human modified landscape how can we manage that 

landscape to produce a diverse, nutrient-dense, nutritious diet; within 

a landscape that nurtures the individual and community and in the 

process, restores and enhances natural environments to provide a 

habitat for a diverse range of species natural to that area. 

The main ideas with development of a community is how to create 

mutually beneficial relationships between people and create an 

environment that fosters positive interaction while also is respectful 

of privacy. The modern society can be thought of being built upon 

the premise of individuals requiring very little from each other, which 

results in less social interaction and therefore social structure within 

communities. Individuals work a job to get resources 'money' to buy 

things they need and this, in addition to long work hours, reduces the 

requirement and likelihood of social interactions. 



To build a community within the modern world that seeks to 

recognise and work around some of these issues, these 

requirements need to be addressed. How can intentional 

communities be established, based upon mutual beneficial 

relationships within an area designed to promote positive 

interactions? 

The other part of this picture is if an individual, or family, is to live in 

community and base their livelihood of products from their land how 

can they provide sufficient financial return to provide a right 

livelihood? 

Central to the provision of a right livelihood is a sound 

understanding of finance and business development and marketing 

to provide sufficient financial capital for an induvial and family not 

just to survive, but thrive, grow, travel, explore, learn and grow. If 

such a livelihood cannot be obtained from the land or a 

permaculture based enterprise then there will never be sufficient 

impetus from people to take up this lifestyle, particularly young 

people - who will instead become emerged and financially 

committed to quite a different lifestyle and occupation. And if there 

are not young people adopting a regenerative / Earth focused 

lifestyle then how will society in general transition towards a future 

that embraces this as a new way of living. 



Central to adopting this lifestyle is business development / 

entrepreneur skills, as there are no (or very few) paid occupations 

in this area to attract people into. Instead people will need to adopt 

develop these opportunities and attract young people into 

meaningful careers associated with a life more in touch with the 

land. 

There must be a common responsibility for nature and other 

people, as well as a realization that exploitative gains come at the 

expense of others. Our working lives can’t be dedicated to 

destructive purposes, while our personal lives seek to have social 

and environmental responsibility. In other words, we can’t teach 

one way of living but live working towards another. This means we 

have to learn integrated systems framework, acknowledging the 

distant effects of our actions at home and work. In a large web of 

small systems, this strategy is possible, and we can access all we 

need. The best route to security is via teaching strategies, ethics, 

and resource management, while allowing people ample leisure 

time for a cultured life. 



Politics

Our political systems and governments are centred on self-interest 

and impractical thinking, set up for competitions between parties 

rather than informed responses, so we need to move to more 

cooperative, creative frameworks, using our differences rather than 

eliminating them. Religion is a private, non-global attribute, and 

there is no need to compare, as they are simply belief systems 

allowing us to behave without guilt about our actions and with 

respect for each other. Political actions are temporary, power- 

centred policies unfit for making long-term changes, and that 

means they aren’t life-centred and suited to focusing on problems 

like soil degradation, water quality, pollution, forestry, 

unemployment, and nutrition. These types of changes come from 

changes within ourselves that then spread through our 

communities and beyond. 

In less regulated places, what some consider “under-regulated”, 

people are able to build homes without banks, architects, or 

contractors. These homes are sourced locally and designed 

traditionally, making them suitable for the climate as opposed to a 

regulation. Local people act together, and everything needed is 

produced within the community. In the regulated world, our 

restrictions are less financial and more overregulation. 

Development is ordered more toward urbanization, stripping away 

methods that have worked for self-reliant people for centuries and 

favouring corporations. We have the right to vote, form unions, 

protest, and have a lawyer but not the right to protect a forest, build 

a house, grow food, and collect our own water. 



Bioregions

A bioregional organization is an association of people from a 

recognized region, defined by something like a shared watershed, 

town borders, or tribe. People identify with their regions and feel a 

local responsibility that equates to global action. Within and between 

these bioregions, it is easy to set up trade and aid with neighbours, 

as well as respect the lifestyles of those who live by understanding 

their resources. 

Permaculturists want to research their bioregions to understand the 

resources available and learn local, self-reliant strategies. A 

bioregional office can be run by just four to six consultants who help 

people understand their resources, identify open niches in the 

community, and create trade and infrastructure with other 

communities. A bioregional can also monitor successful systems and 

address any issues that arise.



Developing Local Villages

Sites for village development can be anything from a block of urban 

properties to abandoned villages to new landscapes, but there are 

many preliminary criteria for these sites: water availability, clean 

energy potential, transportation, communication, and markets. Village 

development begins with forming a group that finds and buys a site, 

and after that, the development project, including detailed plans and

estimates, needs to be approved so that the property can be sold to 

buyers 

The size of village populations, the ideal being 300-500, will change 

the village’s ability to provide its needs and the population’s ability to 

know each other socially. Self-reliant villages need to provide land, 

infrastructure, clean water, sewage, production and commerce, as 

well as things like campsites, reception areas, and workshops. Life, 

work, and recreation should be in the plan, as should food, forests, 

and energy efficiency. The maintenance of all of this can be financed

with the sale titles from the village trusts, levies on properties, and a 

tithing from business. 

Villages can be designed ethically. It’s entirely possible to set up 

100% waste recycling that provides benefits to the community, and 

customers can sort their waste for pick-up on specific days, with all 

organics going to compost and other waste providing jobs. After 

several years, villages may become financially self-reliant, and once 

their needs: healthy food, small luxuries, money to travel, community 

are met, they can then use extra money to help others, including 

other upstart village developments.  



Informal economies of fair dealing, objective value and hospitality 

are more desirable than financial interactions. Money creates false 

security, though it has no value in true life-threatening situations, and 

it’s in life-extending wealth—plants, solar energy, clean air, quality 

water—that we should place value. Money itself is not evil, but the 

exploitation of land and people to acquire it is. Instead, the longer, 

slower route the flow of money takes the more productivity it will 

create. We need to invest in generative assets, like tools and 

gardens, that can extend life rather than degenerative assets—fossil 

fuels—that oversupply something until its substance collapses. 

Moreover, educational and conservational assets—dams, forests, 

storage—will insure a future. 

Still, there are formal and informal economies. Informal economies 

operate through bartering, using goods and services as valued 

exchanges. Debits and credits can be assigned by hours required. 

LETs (local employment trades) can act as green dollars, paying for 

services while money might pay for third-party goods. There are also 

volunteer exchanges to provide benefits to the community. Formal 

economies require accounting and are subject to taxation, but 

cooperatives, legal entities, can benefit larger membership with 

limited liability. In this case, members elect administrators and all 

surpluses are shared. Local currencies can function within 

communities, which promotes local business success and prevents 

the hoarding of money, as local currency has no value if it isn’t used. 

Money


