How are substances moved around in plants?
A plant's transport system is made up of two types of tubes

· Strong, thick pipes called xylem vessels, these transport water and minerals from the roots to the leaves for photosynthesis

· Thinner tubes called phloem vessels, which transport glucose (the product of photosynthesis) from the leaves to any part of the plant that needs it for growth or storage

	
	Xylem
	Phloem



	Function
	Carry water and minerals from roots to leaves
	Carry glucose from leaves to any part of plant



	Made of


	Dead cells
	Living cells

	Wall thickness
	Thick and contain lignin a hard substance that makes the tubes stiff (to withstand the water pressure)
	Thin and permeable, this means that they allow substances such as water to pass through them




