
To Whom it May Concern 
  
I write to express support for Richard Pedley’s PhD scholarship application, having received 
and read an outline of his scholarship application received on 8 th November. 
  
Exploring Regenerative Agriculture (Regen Ag) within Taranaki fits with actions and 
opportunities articulated within the Taranaki 2050 Food & Fibre Transition Pathway Action 
Plan, and Taranaki 2050 Environmental Sciences Transition Pathway Action Plan. 
These Action Plans express commitment to innovate within our farming sector to model and 
achieve on-farm innovation for improving environmental performance and emissions-
reduction.  These Plans are owned and supported by the region’s local authorities and 
central government. 
  
As part of my role within the Regional Strategy and Sectors team at Venture Taranaki, I am 
specifically working to support the Regen Ag activity in region. 
Although not quite up-to-date, there is information regarding this on the Venture Taranaki 
website, here. 
  
The focus of Richard’s PhD – looking at terrestrial biodiversity in relation to Regen Ag trials - 
is timely, given Taranaki’s Regen Ag initiative that is currently getting underway across at 
least three fronts (which are separate, but interconnected): 

1. Farmers collaborative trialling Regen Ag approaches (applications for funding work 
in progress currently via Curious Minds (Taranaki) and Kathleen Spragg 
Agricultural Research Trust). 

2. Whenua Ora Māori agribusiness/landowner trailling Regen Ag approaches (with 
MPI funding) 

3. Dairy Trust Taranaki Waimate West Demonstration farm trialling Regen Ag 
approaches (with discussions in early stages with MPI re co-funding) 

There are other associated Regen Ag-related activities in Taranaki also. 
  
In addition to Massey supervision, Richard’s PhD will be co-supervised by Dr Gwen Grelet, 
Researcher Land Use & Ecosystems, Manaaki Whenua/Landcare Research. 
Gwen’s leadership in terms of delineating scientific research approaches applicable to 
Regen Ag is acknowledged via her co-leadership role in projects such 
as https://ourlandandwater.nz/incentives-for-change/regenerative-agriculture-regen-ag/. 
Gwen is also guiding Richard in terms of his PhD focus, in light of the ‘emerging framework 
for scientific evidence’ work that she is doing. 
  
All of these Taranaki projects have connectivity with Gwen Grelet and will be aiming to 
embed emerging ‘accepted approaches’ into them for applying ‘good science’ to Regen Ag 
trials here in Taranaki. 
  
Richard’s activity here on the ground in Taranaki will provide valuable connectivity to the 
work that leading NZ scientists will be undertaking in relation to Regen Ag, as well as 
providing Taranaki stakeholders with valuable insights and learning from the specific studies 
that he will be undertaking in region in association with local Regen Ag trials. 
  
Ngā mihi nui 
Eve Kawana-Brown 
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